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Florian Hahn, MdB, visited the corona researchers in the Innovation and 
Start-up Center for Biotechnology (IZB) near Munich 

Five start-ups presented their projects on vaccines, drugs or corona tests 

Martinsried / Munich, October, 14 2020 -Seven biotech start-ups are investigating the new SARS­
CoV-2 pathogen in Planegg-Martinsried near Munich, in the Biotechnology Innovation and Start-up 
Center (IZB). lmmunic Therapeutics, Eisbach Bio and Origenis are researching drugs to treat the new 
corona virus. GNA Biosolutions and Exosome Diagnostics each launched a new corona test. Ella 
Biotech also increased the production of components that are included in corona tests. LEUKOCARE 
AG is working with an ltalian consortium on a vaccine against the SARS-CoV-2 virus. Florian Hahn, 
MdB and European policy spokesman, visited five of the corona researchers at the IZB. 

"The innovative power that emanates from Martinsried always impresses me. lt is not without reason 
that more than 15 million euros of federal research funding is going to companies and research 
institutions in the community of Planegg during this legislative period," informs Florian Hahn, MdB, on 
the sidelines of the discussion. "We have an incredible number of interesting research projects on our 
own doorstep. In times of Corona, research will once again take on a completely different 
significance," the politician is sure. Dr. Peter Hanns Zobel, Managing Director of the IZB, is also 
enthusiastic about the dynamism that the Innovation and Start-up Center is showing in its 25th year of 
existence. "We are delighted that our start-ups are researching at the forefront of global research and 
thus counteracting the corona pandemic," said Dr. Peter Hanns Zobel, Managing Director of the IZB. 

The IZB started in 1995 with 1,000 m2 of laboratory and office space and five biotech start-ups_ Today
the IZB with its locations in Planegg-Martinsried and Freising-Weihenstephan has developed into one of
the leading biotechnology centers in Europe. There are currently over 50 biotech companies with more
than 600 employees over an area of 26,000 m2 • The IZB is working on developing drugs against the most
serious diseases, such as cancer, Alzheimer's or various autoimmune diseases, and with great success_
"Since 2015 alone, we can look back on many successful deals with pharmaceutical companies,
collaborations or company sales with a total volume of 3.8 billion Euros," says Dr. Zobel about the
success of the start-ups.

In times of the Corona crisis, start-ups from the IZB are among those working on future-oriented 
solutions. The following entrepreneurs presented their corona research at the IZB on October 13, 
2020: 

1. Eisbach Bio GmbH: Dr. Corinna Lieleg, Director R&D, started the development of a novel specific
agent against SARS-CoV-2 virus.

Eisbach identified small molecules targeting novel, disease-relevant functions in SARS-CoV-2. Using
our innovative platform, we are developing inhibitors against two relevant and essential SARS-CoV-2
proteins, for which we have pioneering, worldwide expertise. Since these proteins are essential for
the replication of the viral SARS-CoV-2 genome and to suppress the host's immune system, they
represent highly promising drug targets.

2. Ella Biotech GmbH: Dr. Tim Gehrke, Senior Scientist R&D, explained that they had to drastically
increase production of building blocks for corona tests to meet the rapidly growing demand.
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